Band: A Preparation for Life

School curriculum, use of scademic ime, and the applicable vatue of knowledge brought wo the classroom
are all being discussed in today’s sociery, With an emphasis on “back to basics®, it becomes increasingly
more significant o bring the imponance of band o the forefront of this ongoing discussion,

WHY SHOULD A YOUNG PERSON CONSIDER JOINING THE BanD?
HOW LONG SHOULD THEY STAY [N BaxD?

YWHAT WILL IT MEAN IN THEIR LIFE?

CREATIVITY: Crextiviry s the source of all possibilities. We are constantly challenged o explore this area
of the mind, Music appeals wo the pan of the mind which opens néw horizons. The smudy of music sup-
ports wonderment, imagination, appreciation, and sensitivity. Music allows us (0 experience crealivity as
an inventive thinking siyle.

COMMUNTICATION: Music i 2 language unto itsell, Music can only be explained by music. If we do not
expose the human to music, we are depriving the individual of an array of personal understandings that
cannol be found in any other part of life.

CRITICAL ASSESSMENT: Intelligence is the ability 1o process Rcts and respond according to the given
situation. Emotional stability sienms from the capacity 1o deal with fe's many inconsistencies. To accom-
phish both, the individual must be able (o acoess the cognitive (Fagiwal) and alfective (emotional) sides of
the mind. Music i3 one of the few academic disciplines which demands this ahility and reinforces learning
patterns o allow for greater critical assessment.

COMMITMENT: Success is not measured by what we stan, but rather by what we complete. In music,
every student oill be required to play the entire composition from heginning 1o end. Although there nuay
be errors in the performance, it is most unusual (o see an individual simply stop and put the ingsirument
away, The imponant qualities of renacity and pessisience establish hahits for pasitive, productive living.

These aunbuces can be found in many subject areas; however, MUSIC does not make these optional, but a
fundamental necessity from the first note ever played. Pamicipation at the level of excellence is not a per-
sonal preference; it is a requirement. Success breeds success in every avenue of life. Therefore, 3 success-
ful and well-trained musician does tackle life with a knowledge of “whar it takes 1o get there,” and the
wisdom of “shat it brings o life.”

LET THE MUSIC BEGIN!
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